Cytotoxic indole alkaloids from Melodinus khasianus and Melodinus tenuicaudatus.
Four new indole alkaloids, melodinusines A-D (1, 2, 6, and 7), along with 26 known indole alkaloids, were isolated from Melodinus tenuicaudatus and Melodinus khasianus (Melodinus genus). Among them, 1 and 2 are aspidospermine-aspidospermine-type bisindole alkaloids while 7 is a novel melodinus-type alkaloid. Their structures were established on the basis of comprehensive spectroscopic data analysis and the structure of 7 was further confirmed by single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis. Their cytotoxic activities against five human cancer cell lines, HL-60, SMMC-7721, A-549, MCF-7, and SW480 were also evaluated.